Betulinic acid (3β-hydroxy-lup-20(29)-en-28-oic acid) is a ubiquitous pentacyclic triterpenoid found in the plants. It is highly valued for its role in wide array of ailments viz. anti-HIV, anti-malarial, anti-cancerous, hepatoprotective, and many more. In lights of tremendous interest in recent years on chemistry and pharmacological properties of betulinic acid (BA), comprehensive data have been collected in this review to present its distribution in plant kingdom.
Introduction
Plants are well known for their medicinal value with the finding of cinchona in 17 th century, followed by digitoxin, morphine, introduction of synthetic asprin, a derivative of a plant-based drug, are wonders of the diverse floristic wealth (Raskin & Ripoll, 2004) . Natural products offer large structural diversity and techniques for separation, structure elucidation, screening and combinatorial synthesis have led to revitalization of these secondary metabolites as sources of new drugs (Saklani & Kutty, 2008) .
Betulinic acid (BA) (3β-hydroxy-lup-20(29)-en-28-oic acid molecular formula: C30H48O3 and molecular weight: 456.7) is a pentacyclic triterpenoid (Fig. 1) . It is moderately soluble in water and relatively nontoxic, found in many plants, especially in tree species. It is a biologically active compound, mainly known for its selective inhibitor of human melanoma (Pisha et al., 1995) . The compound gains its name because of its prevalence in the family Betulaceae, which includes Betula alba, B. pubescens, B. platyphylla B. maximowicziana, B. mandshurica and others. The family still serves as a major source of betulinic acid. Also its congener betulin, is one of the first natural products isolated in 1788 from the bark of white birch, Betula alba (Krasutsky, 2006). Search tools including, Google Scholar®, PubMed® and Scopus® were used to generate the literature on BA. Over ~800 hits were spotted which are related to betulinic acid. Out of which the reports related to the subject matter of this review were considered.
Distribution of BA in plant species
Betulinic acid is widely distributed in nature and its occurrence across a wide multitude of taxonomically different genera has been reported. Therefore, in this review, attempt has been made to list the plant species in which the compound BA has been accounted ( 
